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<Abstract>

The Significance and Vista of the Oxyrhynchus Papyri

Dr. Kyoung-Shik Min
(Yeonse University)

The main purpose of this study is to illustrate the significance of researches in
New Testament fragment manuscripts including Oxyrhynchus papyri and to
suggest a direction for future researches according to the fruit of our long
scholarship in this field.

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri were first excavated more than 110 years ago in
Egypt by Grenfell and Hunt and have continually been published until the
present. Until this discovery came to light, we had no direct access to the text of
the New Testament of the first three centuries. It was this epoch-making
discovery at the end of the 19th century which opened the door to the New
Testament text before the time of Constantine, namely the door to the text of the
third, and even to the second century AD.

Oxyrhynchus Papyri, however, were neglected as text critical sources, because
these are all small fragments and no proper text critical method to analyze
fragments had been developed until the end of the 20th century. Consequently it
has been believed that they are subject to restriction in restoring the “original”
text. They were considered only as an evidence which supports the already
reconstructed New Testament text based on the majuscule manuscripts of the 4th
century and the subsequent ones.

A recently developed method, however, threw a new light upon text critical
researches into fragments. The method showed that one of the recently published
Oxyrhynchus papyri preserved a very strict text of the earliest stage (P104). On
the basis of the analysis on this small fragment, we can even take a whole verse
out of the text of the New Testament (Mt 21:44), which is placed in brackets in
the critical edition (NTG?).

The already published Oxyrhynchus papyri, on the one hand, hold the
majority of the early New Testament Greek papyri. On the other hand, they are
only a small part of the discovery (ca. 10 %). Therefore ten times as many New
Testament Oxyrhynchus papyri are expected to be introduced in the future.
Researches into these materials will certainly expand the horizon of our
understandings of the history of the text and help to restore a text which is closer
to the “original.”
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